
Preserving the Past: Historical Collections in the National Transportation Library’s  

Repository and Open Science Access Portal, ROSA P 
Mary E. Moulton, Digital Librarian, National Transportation Library   <mary.moulton@dot.gov>  

Shawn Montgomery, Metadata Librarian, National Transportation Library <shawn.mongomery.ctr@dot.gov> 

rosap.ntl.bts.gov 

About NTL 

Established in 1998, NTL provides access to:   Digital collections 

                   Data services 

                  Reference and research services 

                  Networking 

We are an open access digital repository. 

All items are in the public domain and available for reuse without restriction. 

Repository Platform 

 Open source CDC STACKS Platform (Islandora/Drupal/Fedora) 

 Cloud storage that is stable and responsive 

 Compliant with Open Archives Initiative Protocol for Metadata Harvesting  (OAI-
PMH) 

 Self-governance using Open Archival Information System (OAIS) model 

 Future compliance with CoreTrustSeal requirements for trustworthy repositories 

Abstract 

The National Transportation Library (NTL) was founded as an 
all-digital repository of US DOT research reports, technical 
publications and data products. NTL’s primary public offering 
is ROSA P, the Repository and Open Science Access Portal. In 
addition to functioning as the full-text archive for results of 
USDOT-funded research, ROSA P is also home to historic trans-
portation collections.  Legacy print materials having historic, 
technical, or national significance are migrated to digital for-
mats.  Historic collections include copies of United States Civil 
Aeronautics Board Aircraft Accident Reports dating from 1934 
to 1965, documents gathered and digitized in celebration of 
the 50th anniversary of the Urban Mass Transportation Act, 
Civil Aeronautics Manuals, and the papers of Turner, Fairbank 
and MacDonald.  Collections in ROSA P are publicly available 
without restriction and are accessible by Google, Google 
Scholar, WorldCat, Bing, and Science.gov.  
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